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Brief Curriculum 

Marina Santi holds a PhD in Educational Sciences and is Full Professor in Didactics and Special 

Education. She works in the Department of Philosophy, Sociology, Pedagogy and Applied 

Psychology at University of Padova, Italy. Her research deals with dialogue and argumentation 

concerning knowledge construction processes and the investigation of social interaction as 

cognitive potential for learning. She specialises  in classroom discussion both as method and 

context for the development of higher-order thinking skills and reflective capabilities. She is an 

expert on “Philosophy for Children”, a subject into which she has carried out a wide range of 

empirical research in order to evaluate the effectiveness of philosophical practice within 

communities of inquiry for the development of critical, creative and caring thinking and the 

construction of inclusive social environments. Her recent studies focuses on improvisation teaching 

and learning. Among  her main publications: Marina Santi, Stefano Oliverio (eds.) (2012), 

Educating for Complex Thinking through Philosophical Inquiry . Models, advances and proposals 

for the new millennium, Napoli, Liguori; Santi M. (2010) (Ed.), Improvisation Between Technique 

and Spontaneity, Cambridge Scholar Publisher 

 

Extended curriculum 

Marina Santi  

(born in Rovigo, 4th, July, 1964). 

She is Full Professor in the Department of Philosophy, Sociology, Pedagogy and Applied 

Psychology, at University of Padua, SSD PED/O3 Didactics and Special Pedagogy. 

 

Theoretical and Empirical Research Areas: 

- Reasoning theories linked to knowledge building’s processes 

- Social interaction as cognitive potential for learning thinking skills 

- Classroom discussion as tool, mean, and context to foster achievement of domain/cross-

domains aims 

- Philosophy for Children and its efficacy in order to develop critical thinking, education to 

democracy; new approach in teaching philosophy 

- Teacher/Facilitator Training to create Community of Inquiry 

- Inclusive education 

- Improvisation in educational perspective 

Educational Records: 

- (1992); PhD in Pedagogy and Educational Sciences, University of Padua 

Employment Records: 

-  (2010); Full Professor at University of Padua 

- (2002); Associated Professor at University of Padua 

- (2000); Researcher in Didactics and Special Education at University of Padova 

- Director of Master in “Disability and Inclusive Education” at University of Padova 

- Director of Post-Graduate Course in “Philosophy for Children” at University of Padova 

- Member of the University Commission for Disability and Handicap 

- Member of the Interdepartmental Center for Services and Research for the Disability, 

Rehabilitation and Integration; now Centro di Ateneo per l’Inclusione. 



- Director of Post Graduate and pre-service Course for Teacher specialized in Inclusion, 

Disability and Special Educational Needs 

- Director of the PhD in Educational Sciences at University of Padova 

Scientific Collaborations: 

- Institute of the Advancement of Philosophy for Children, Montclair State University (NJ) 

- Institut de Recerca per l’Inseniament de la Filosofia, Spagna 

- Osterreichische Gesellschaft fur Kindrephilosophie, Austria 

Member of the Following Scientific Associations: 

- SIRD (Italian Society for Research on Didactic) 

- SIPES (Italian Society of Special Pedagogues – Direction Board) 

- EARLI (European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction) 

- SOPHIA (European Association for Philosophy for Children) 

- AERA (American Educational Research Association) 

- ICPIC (International Council for Philosophical Inquiry with Children) 

- HDCA (Human Development and Capabilities Approach) 

Scientific Responsible for the Following International Conference: 

- 2003; "Philosophy for Children. A curriculum to learn to think”; Padua 

- 2008; “Improvisation Between Technique and Spontaneity”; Padua 

- 2009; “Education for Complex Thinking through Philosophical Inquiry. Models, Advances 

and Proposals for the New Millennium. International Biennial Conference of ICPIC; Padua 

- 2010; “ICF and beyond: From the Classification to the Functioning. Perspectives of 

Inclusive Education”; Padua 

- 2013; “Education as Jazz- International Jazz Day under the auspicious of UNESCO”, 

University of Padua, April 30 

- 2014; “Jazz Inclusion - International Jazz Day under the auspicious of UNESCO”, 

University of Padua, April 30 

- 2015; “Jazz University - International Jazz Day under the auspicious of UNESCO”, 

University of Padua, April 30 

- 2016: “Jazz Community - International Jazz Day under the auspicious of UNESCO”, 

University of Padua, April 30 

 

Experience in Research Project: 
2011/13 -PRIN: QUALITÁ DELLA RICERCA E DOCUMENTAZIONE SCIENTIFICA NELLE 

SCIENZE PEDAGOGICHE. Member of Research Team 

2011/12 – PROGETTO MIUR 2011-2012 “Dal Modello ICF dell’OMS alla Progettazione nella Scuola”, 

Scientific Coordinator 

2013-2015 - PROGETTO DI ATENEO (UNIVERISTA’ DI PADOVA): Inclusive Development and 

Enhancing Pedagogy at University (IN-DEEP UNIVERSITY): A Community-Based Participatory Research 

Project with Students with disabilities, Scientific Coordinator 

2014-2016 - PROGETTO ASSEGNO JUNIOR (UNIVERSITA’ DI PADOVA): Creating Improvising 

Community: An Inclusive Approach to Creativity into Educational Dialogue. Scientific Coordinator 

Experience as Expert Consultant: 
Member of Scientific Commettee of Italian Minister of  Instruction, Research and University (Teachers’ 

Education on Inclusion and Disability) 

Member of Panel “Guidelines for the fight against poverty” (2010/2012) and Panel “Guidelins for the 

Introduction of topic of Disability within politics and activities of Italian Cooperation” (2012/2013) 

Member of Panel in  TFIEY – Transatlantic Forum for Inclusive Early Year (from 2012). 

Member of Laboratory of Practical Philosophy (Bilateral Erasmus Agreement) 

Member of Scientific Commette Núcleo de Estudos de Filosofias e Infâncias (NEFI) University of Rio de 



Janeiro (Brazil).  
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