
CURRICULUM VITAE OF ALESSANDRO FONTANA 
 
Dr. Alessandro Fontana 
Università degli Studi di Padova 
Dipartimento di Geoscienze 
Via Gradenigo, 6 
35131 Padova (ITALY)  
Tel.  +39 049 82749118 
Mob: +39 328 8180660 
Fax: +39 049 82749134 
e-mail: alessandro.fontana@unipd.it 
 
 
Biographic information 

Alessandro Fontana (1975) is assistant professor in the Department of Geosciences at the 
University of Padova. He is a geomorphologist and Quaternary geologist with interest in the 
geomorphology of the alluvial and coastal environments and in the geoarchaeological aspects. 
His research focused on the interplay between fluvial systems, sea-level variations and ancient 
human settlements.  
Laurea cum laude in Geological Sciences (1999) and PhD in Man and Environment (2003) at 
the University of Padua. Research fellow and surveyor of the Geological Map of Italy (2004-
06), since 2006 assistant professor in Physical Geography and Geomorphology at the 
Department of Geography of Padova; since 2012 at the Department of Geosciences. He is 
responsible of the course of Applied Geomorphology for master in Geology since 2007 and, 
since 2013, he has the habilitation for the position of associate professor in Geomorphology 
in Italy. He was secretary of AIQUA (Italian Association of Quaternary Sciences) in 2009-2012 
and, since 2016, he is secretary of the "HEX: Palaeohydrology and fluvial archives - extreme 
and critical events" (1622F), an International Focus Group of INQUA. 
Geomorphologist with experience in Quaternary geology, pedology and geoarchaeology, 
dealing with the Late Pleistocene and Holocene evolution of alluvial and coastal-lagoon 
environments through field survey, boreholes, remote sensing and geophysical investigations. 
Interested in reconstruction of sea-level change through geomorphological, stratigraphical 
and archaeological indicators; expert in geomorphological and geological mapping, director of 
the survey of several sheets of the Geological technical Map of the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region. 
He mainly studied the Late Pleistocene and Holocene evolution of the Venetian-Friulian Plain 
and of the Adriatic Sea, but joined also some missions abroad (Hungary, Burkina Faso, Croatia, 
Slovenia, Monte Negro). He supervised the geoarchaeological study of about 60 
archaeological excavations and, in collaboration with CNR-ISMAR (Bologna), he joined 5 
oceanographic missions in Adriatic on research vessel Urania.   
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 1999-2013 Projects funded by the Geological Survey of the Province of Venice: Project 
DOGE-LEO (Geomorphological Map), Project Geo-SINPAV (Map of the Geologica 
Units), Project IDRO (Hydrological systems), Project Soil Map. 

 2001-2008 Project CARG (New Geological Map of Italy), sheet 086, funded by Regione 
Autonoma Friuli Venezia Giulia. 



 2002-2011 Project CARG (New Geological Map of Italy), sheet 107, funded by Regione 
Veneto. 

 2004-2010 Project CARG (New Geological Map of Italian Seas), sheet NH-33L, funded 
by ISPRA (Istuto Superiore Protezione e Ricerca Ambientale).  

 2007-2009 PRIN-2005 (Environmental and clilmatic cryis, catastrophies and human 
communities during the Holocene: a geoarchaeological approach). Funded by Italian 
Minitry of Research and University. 

 2008-2009 Project Altinum (Non-invasive investigations for the assessment of the 
archaeological and palaeoenvironmental resources in Altinum), funded by Regione 
Veneto.  

 2008-2011 Project Unipd CPDA077247 (Erosive and depositional processes in the 
Piave River basin in relation with the climatic variations and the human impact since 
the LGM); funded by University of Padova.  

 2008-2012 Excellence Project (Padova Underground: an integrated geo-
archaeological investigation of the roots of the city), funded by CARIPARO Fundation.  

 2010-2012 Project PArSJAd (Methaproject Archaeological Park of the Norhtern 
Adriatic), fundend by Regione Veneto. 

 2011-2013 Project Unipd C91J10000320001 (Eustatic variation and subsidence in 
Northern Adriatic along the last 130,000 years through the use of 
geomorphological, stratigraphical and geoarchaeological markers), funded by 
University of Padova (Principal Investigator). 

 2012-2015 Project RITMARE (Italian Resarch for the sea), Working Units of CNR-
ISMAR Bologna and University of Trieste; funded by Ministero attività produttive. 

 2012-2015 Project 1203P MEDFLOOD (MEDiterranean sea level change and 
projection for future); funded by INQUA (International Union for Quaternary Science) 
(responsible A. Rovere, J. Benjamin, A. Fontana, S. Furlani). 

 2016-2019 Project 1623P EX-AQUA (Palaeohydrological Extreme Events: evidence 
and archives); funded by INQUA (International Union for Quaternary Sciences) 
(responsible A. Fontana). 
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